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Date / Time 21
st
 March January 2013 @ 7:30pm – 8:25 pm 

Purpose(s) PA Survey Update, Ratification of CPB PA Constitution, Funding 

In Attendance Attendance Sheet Recorded 

Note Taker Heather McCarthy, Secretary 

Agenda 

Topic Discussion Owner 

1 Introduction 

Chairman, Pat O’Flaherty welcomed parents to the Special General 
Meeting. He noted the two key purposes of the meeting were 1) To 
update Parents on the key items raised by parents in the recent PA 
survey and 2) To ratify the Constitution proposed to the SGM by the 
PA Committee. He noted there was a quorum present at the 
meeting. 

Chair 

2. Previous Meeting Minutes Approval, Agenda & AOB items 

The first item of business was to table the minutes of the previous 
General Meeting held on January 17

th
, 2013.  Our Secretary, 

Heather McCarthy tabled the previous meeting minutes. Chair 
called for any amendments to the previous meeting minutes, none 
were suggested. Heather McCarthy proposed the approval of the 
minutes and they were seconded by Catherine O’Sullivan. 

Chairman noted the meeting’s Agenda and then called for any 
proposals for additional items under Any Other Business. None 
were proposed and the meeting Agenda was adopted as proposed.  

Secretary & 
Chair 

3. 2013 Action Plan / Parents Survey Update 

The Chairman then called on Marie Spillane to speak on the recent 
survey which had been carried out by the parents association.  She 
outlined the details of this survey and informed the meeting that we 
had got back over 80 individual submissions from parents. Some 30 
matters were raised by parents but time and time again the same 
issues kept cropping up (e.g. Drugs/Alcohol, Bullying etc). The 
responses were collated and weighted based on the priority parents 
assigned to each issue. Based on the survey results, the committee 
had already commenced work in partnership with the School 
Management on the top issues raised by parents. The committee 
member responsible for each item then spoke about the initial plans 
to progress the matter: 

 

1) Drugs & Alcohol Abuse (Dr Aisling Morris) 

Aisling Morris briefed the meeting on the Drugs & Alcohol 
Seminar for Parents planned for April 11

th
 with speakers 

from HSE, Gardai and Parenting Experts. An invitation to 
parents with details would be circulated shortly. 

 

 

Committee 
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2) School Bag Weight (Catherine O’Sullivan) 

Catherine O’Sullivan briefed the meeting on the research 
done into School bag weight matters and the various 
solutions to the problem. She advised that a brief guide for 
parents on the matter was planned.  

 

3) Bullying & Cyberbulling (Pat O’Flaherty) 

Pat O’Flaherty briefed the meeting on the School’s anti 
bullying policy and outlined the recently released 
Department of Education’s Action Plan on Bullying. He noted 
that Garda Damian White had recently spoken to all 
students groups in the school about the topic of bullying and 
cyberbullying and that follow up information packs would be 
issued to parents in the near future. He also advised that 
resources allowing the PA intended to hold a seminar on 
Bullying/Cyberbullying in the second half of the year and to 
provide a list of appropriate resources via the PA section of 
the school website. 

 

4) Extra Curricular Activities (Jacinta Barry) 

Jacinta Barry briefed the meeting on the matter of extra 
curricular activities for students. It was noted that the best 
approach would be for students to be encouraged to act on 
their own initiative in organising such activities. 

 

5) Uniform Matters (Anne Galvin) 

Anne Galvin briefed the meeting on uniform related matters. 
She noted to the meeting that the School Management’s 
policy on the uniform code was firm but compassionate. The 
key issues related to the uniform that had been noted in the 
survey were related to 1) Cost and 2) Quality of some 
batches of the uniform jumper in particular. She advised the 
meeting that the PA would be engaging with the school to 
identify any appropriate solutions to these issues. 

 

6) Nutrition (Philip Spillane) 

Philip Spillane briefed the meeting on Nutrition related 
matters that had arisen in the survey. On Nutrition he 
advised that the School is preparing a new initiative to 
become a Health Promotion School and this will involve 
actively promoting healthy eating and activities to students. 
Regarding the school canteen, he noted that there is a 
Comment Box available in the canteen and that it would be 
most helpful if people would give feedback via that 
mechanism. He noted that there are some healthy options 
available in the canteen and more would be forthcoming if 
more students choose those options. As parents we must 
educate and advise our children on choosing the best food 
options and the Health Promotion School initiative will help 
us as parents in that regard.  
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4. Constitution Ratification 

Anne Galvin, Vice Chair advised the meeting that one of the key 
tasks assigned to the Committee by the previous General Meeting 
was to set down the procedures and rules of how we as the CPB 
Parents Association would operate. The PA Committee has been 
guided by the National Parents Council Post Primary’s 
recommended draft PA Constitution and has also reviewed a 
number of other PA constitutions to find the most appropriate 
structure and best practice for our Association. The PA Committee 
have had 3 meetings to discuss and amend proposals and has 
approved the proposed draft Constitution circulated to parents on 
March 10

th
 (website) & March 13

th 
(via school). The PA Committee 

was recommending the formal adoption of the proposed Constitution 
by the Special General Meeting.   

The Chair thanked Anne Galvin for her presentation of the matter 
and asked the floor for any questions or clarifications. There were no 
questions or clarifications forthcoming.  

Anne Galvin, then formally proposed that a motion be put before the 
meeting to ratify the proposed constitution, the motion was seconded 
by Nora Quill. 

The Chairman then put the formal resolution to ratify the 
proposed Constitution to the floor. The resolution to adopt the 
proposed Constitution was approved by the Special General 
Meeting. 

 

 

 

 

Committee 

5. Funding 

The next item on the agenda was how we fund the activities of the 
PA.  Catherine O’Sullivan Treasurer spoke on this matter. She 
informed the meeting that there was no state funding available to 
the PA to fund any of it’s activities.   We had to have insurance for 
PA meetings and events and this would cost €440 in the current 
year.  She outlined the various costs for photocopying and sending 
out text messages that the school has to charge the PA for. We 
would be running into at least €1,000 per year expenses.  She 
made the point if we had to do fund-raising the PA would have little 
time to do anything else.  She asked for the General Meeting’s view 
on whether we should ask families for a small totally voluntary 
subscription.  Following some discussion, there was general 
agreement amongst parents present that it was reasonable to ask 
families for a small voluntary contribution on a family basis of €10 
per annum. Following the discussion, Catherine O’Sullivan, 
Treasurer proposed that a motion be put before the meeting that the 
PA should set an annual per family voluntary subscription of €10. 
The motion was seconded by Stephen Keane. 
 
The Chairman then put the formal resolution to the meeting to 
set the annual PA Voluntary Subscription per family at €10. 
This resolution was approved by the Special General Meeting. 
 

Treasurer 

6.  Any Other Business & Meeting Close 

As there were no items of Any Other Business, the Chairman 
thanked the participants and attendees and formally closed the 
meeting 

Chair 
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