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Coláiste Pobail Bheanntraí Parents’ Association Annual General Meeting 2015 

5th February, 2015 – 7.30 pm to 9.15 pm, Room L108 

Present: See attached list 

Apologies: Margo Daly 

Item Focus Person 

Responsible 

1. Introduction Welcome by Anne Galvin, outgoing Chairperson to all 

present to this 2nd AGM.  Outline of AGM agenda & 

welcome to Dr. Healy, Principal 

Anne Galvin 

2. Presentation Some highlights – presentation appended to this record: 

 Partnership between school & PA is key 

 PA Purpose includes connectivity, communication 

(two-way) 

 Mention of Parents’ Plus Programme 

 Thanks to PA for work, 2014 

Dr. Healy 

3. Minutes 2014 

General 

Meeting 

Minutes were read to those present by R. Kearney, outgoing 

Secretary.  Matters arising were addressed by outgoing 

Chairperson.  No matters arising.  Minutes Proposed by: Phil 

Spillane, Seconded by: Marie O Sullivan.  The Minutes were 

entered into record and adopted as Minutes of AGM 2014.   

Anne Galvin 

4. Chairperson’s 

Report 

Outgoing chairperson read report into minutes.  Report 

appended to these minutes.  Chairperson called for 

observations.  Reference was made by person attending to 

considerable efforts put into organising Junior Certificate 

Celebrations’ Night.  General feedback that this was a good 

idea but a typical comment from parents’ children was that 

they would prefer if parents were not present at 

celebrations’ night.  Chairperson recommended discussion 

of this by incoming committee for further planning.  Report 

was proposed by: Jacinta Barry and seconded by Joanna 

McCarthy 

Anne Galvin 

5. Financial 

Report 

Outgoing Treasurer distributed and then read through 

report.  Clarified that €10 subscription is per family (not per 

child). Joanna McCarthy asked if there was scope to 

negotiate on price of texts.  Outgoing chairperson 

Chairperson recommended discussion of this by incoming 

committee for further discussion. Some discussion on how 

the texting system works and possible improvements to this.  

Some ideas discussed including: streamlining prior to start of 

school year, introduction of option to pay through email 

(see AOB).  Parents could be encouraged at sign-up stage 

to provide email contact details.  Streamlining school 

database system to optimise texting/emailing 

communication.  For discussion at incoming committee 

level.  Flasks were mentioned as being a great asset for 

parents & school alike.  Prudent and useful.  Report 

proposed by Catherine O Sullivan, seconded by Heather 

Murray.  Thanks by Anne Galvin to Marie for all hard work. 

Marie Spillane 
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Item Focus Person 

Responsible 

6. Election of 

Committee & 

Officers 

Outgoing chairperson thanked outgoing committee.  

Applause.  Thanks to Pat Fitzgerald, who cannot go forward 

this year, but who helped to shape the PA, which was the 

basis for much of the work in 2014.  Applause. Anne stated 

that PA represents parents.  We need to be involved.  

Referred to Dr. Healy’s presentation earlier and specifically 

benefits of partnership.  As per the PA Constitution, 8 

members are needed at a minimum and 2 ex-officio 

members.  Best to retain some of existing experience & to 

invite new members.  Catherine O Sullivan stated that the 

first 2 years were challenging and that things should be 

smoother now that the PA is established.  Aisling Morris 

commented that a lot can be gained from being involved 

as one gets to know range and scope of work that the 

school does on behalf of one’s children.  Makes one feel 

more engaged.  Outgoing chairperson called on Joanna 

McCarthy and Phil Spillane to oversee the election process.  

Joanna McCarthy commended Anne Galvin on her work 

during 2014, stating that a lot of constructive work had been 

done.  She also stated that parents do have an effective 

voice respected by school management and that for the 

new committee, there is no need for anxiety as there is a 

good foundation for going forward.  Phil Spillane called for 

nominations. 

 

For Chairperson role:  Nominations: Anne Galvin.  

Unanimous.  Proposed by Marie Sullivan.  Seconded by Pat 

O Flaherty; For Vice-chairperson role: Nominations: 

Catherine O Sullivan. Unanimous. Proposed by Jacinta Barry. 

Seconded by Mary Coakley. For Secretary Role: 

Nominations: Rita Kearney. Unanimous. Proposed by: 

Catherine O Sullivan.  Seconded by Aisling Morris.  For 

Treasurer role: No names and deferred for first meeting of 

incoming committee.  For committee member roles.  New 

members Marie O Sullivan, Mary Coakley, Aisling Morris, Polly 

Greene, Laura O Flaherty, Jacinta Barry, Cáit Murray, 

Caroline Barry.  

 

Incoming chairperson, Anne Galvin thanked Joanna and 

Phil for oversight of this process and thanked everyone and 

welcomed new committee members 
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Item Focus Person 

Responsible 

7. Any Other 

Business 

a. Way to Pay – Pat O Flaherty stated that system is 

good but texts can be terse sometimes and potential 

security issues if received on mobile phones.  Part 

solution would be to use emails to communicate and 

as system to pay bills.  Laura O Flaherty stated that 

numerous texts are often received with same 

subject.  If one has a number of children, texts can 

be received for each.  Email could be used more 

frequently.  Aisling mentioned that it had been 

discussed at another meeting and school had 

modified to include both the email (and attached 

form) and text options.  School are open to what 

works best.  Anne Galvin stated this will be an item 

for the new committee to discuss 

b. Mock Exam. Papers – Catherine O Sullivan stated 

that cost to get teachers to mark mock papers (€105 

per child) can be prohibitive and difficult for some 

families.   

c. Sports’ participation – Aisling Morris informed 

attendees that school now has one of highest 

participation rates in school sports.  Very successful in 

competitions & also boys’ participation is at 75%.  PE 

department should be commended.  Still progress 

needed (especially with girls) but on right track 

d. PA – parents’ participation – still low and gender 

representation is unequal.  Issue for incoming 

committee to get parents involved.  Potential survey 

perhaps focusing on parents’ perception of PA value 

etc.   Lorna O Donovan mentioned it could be an 

image issue, perception of workload.  This was 

reiterated by some others.  Suggestions included: 

show case PA work at different events; 

representatives from different school years; targeting 

1st and 2nd years to encourage them to ask parents 

to come along etc.  Denise McCarthy stated that this 

is not a reflection on the great work of the PA to 

date.  It’s quite common.  Anne Galvin stated that 

this had been discussed at a previous PA meeting 

and that a Parents’ Forum was mooted whereby 

parents would be invited to come along to meetings 

etc.  Needs further discussion by incoming 

committee. 

Anne Galvin 

8. Closing Anne Galvin closed the meeting, thanked everyone 

for attending, invited incoming committee members 

to an ordinary (first) meeting on 12th February, 2015 

(subject to meeting room availability).  Rita Kearney 

to confirm this with Principal and to contact 

committee members on Anne’s behalf thereafter. 

 

 

Minutes recorded by: Rita Kearney, Outgoing Secretary 


