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To: All Parents, Coláiste Pobail Bheanntraí 

From: Parents’ Association 

11th October, 2018 

Dear Parents,                                                                                                                        

We are delighted to welcome you (back) to the school for the new academic year.  We want 

to take this opportunity to let you know a little about the Parents’ Association.  The Parents’ 

Association was established in 2013 to enhance the school experience for families and to foster 

good relations between parents, teachers, students and the school authorities.  We work in 

partnership with the school to ensure that our mutual objectives are met.  The association’s 

Constitution – available on the school website - sets out its responsibilities 

(http://www.colaistepobailbheanntrai.com/about/pa).   

Membership consists of parent representatives who are elected at the Annual General Meeting.   

Committee members have children in all years and so are very in touch with what is happening.   

If you’re new to the school, please look at the names of the outgoing committee on the Parents’ 

pages of the school website.  The 2018/2019 AGM will be held in November, 2018 and a new 

committee will be established and names will be made known to all parents through the 

website. 

The first meeting of the current Parents’ Association Committee was held on Thursday, 20th 

September and members discussed ideas for events for late 2018/early 2019.  More information 

will be provided on this soon. 

We would like to let you know that while the Parents’ Association does not have a fundraising 

role and we have some expenses for which we need your help.  We would like to ask each 

family for a voluntary subscription of €10 for expenses to be covered in 2018/2019.   

Contributions are needed for: The insurance for the Parents’ Association meetings, events and 

seminars.  The annual premium is €220; Costs for speakers and experts who contribute to events, 

seminars and workshops on matters relevant to young people’s education and well-being while 

in school; Some basic stationery/office/refreshment costs – like paper, stamps, photocopying, 

envelopes, ‘phone texts to parents, tea, biscuits etc. There are no Department of Education & 

Science funds available to cover these.  All excess funds raised by PA are donated to the 

school.  We typically donate to the School Meitheal (Mentoring of 1st years by students from 

http://www.colaistepobailbheanntrai.com/about/pa
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senior years) Programme, the School Transport fund and others as requested, and resources 

allow.   

WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT AND THANK YOU IN ADVANCE. PLEASE USE THE SCHOOL WAY TO PAY TOOL ON THE 

SCHOOL WEBSITE OR RESPOND TO THE TEXT FROM THE SCHOOL FOR THIS.   

If you are interested in finding out more about your Parents’ Association or can offer help, please 

refer to the school website or speak to any committee member.  We’re also happy to have your 

ideas & suggestions. 

Yours sincerely, Rita Kearney, Chairperson 1st October, 2018 

Additional Note: In advance of the first meeting of the PA, representatives of the Committee 

met with school management.  At this meeting, school management raised a few issues that 

they would like to further highlight through the ‘offices’ of the PA.  In the first instance, attention 

was drawn by school management to a letter from the Principal, dated 15th June, that was sent 

to all parents/guardians during the summer.  In this letter the Principal highlighted a number of 

items for your attention and co-operation, and we, the PA would now like to add our support as 

endorsement of the message contained in the Principal’s letter.   One of the items referenced in 

the Principal’s letter was the uniform requirements for Coláiste Pobail Bheanntraí.  In the letter it 

was made clear that the wearing of hoodies or other such garments outside the school 

shirt/jumper is strictly prohibited in CPB during class time and that with regards to footwear for 

school uniform purposes, it is only entirely black shoes that are acceptable.  It was also stipulated 

in the letter that sanctions would be imposed for breach of the uniform requirements and we 

would urge you to ensure that your child is in compliance with the above requirements to avoid 

the imposition of sanctions. 

It was also referenced in that letter that parents/guardians were requested that they would 

endeavour to “make a concerted effort to ensure that (their) child would be in full attendance 

punctually on each school day”.  At the recent meeting with the PA, school management 

wanted to acknowledge that while there has been a significant  improvement in these areas, it 

has also become evident over the last few weeks of school that parents/guardians continue to 

authorise their children to leave the school early during the day by way of the ‘permission to 

leave notes’ in the journal or by telephone authorisation to the school – while there are many 

genuine reasons for students to ‘sign out’,  in some cases, albeit a minority, there are more 

frivolous reasons given and management are now asking parents/guardians, through  the 

auspices of the PA, for this practice to desist.     
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School management have been informed by residents in houses/estates in the immediate 

vicinity of the school that parents/guardians collecting their children at the end of the school 

day from Coláiste Pobail Bheanntraí are parking in these private residential areas, taking up 

private parking spaces and, in some cases, causing obstructions.  To avoid causing such 

frustration to these residents and the need for them to take further action, parents/guardians 

parking in such areas are requested to use public areas for parking while waiting to collect their 

children from school.   

School management advise that parents/guardians should contact the main school office with 

their details when looking to arrange an appointment in person with management.  This is to 

avoid any offence being caused if the parent/guardian merely shows up at the school without 

the appointment previously being made and management are unable to meet with them due 

to their unavailability/prior commitments.  

Thank you again for your co-operation in relation to this matter 

 


