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Dear Students and Parent/Guardian, 

 

I hope that you, our students, and all your families, are keeping safe and well. It is difficult for us all to get our heads 

around how much of our school lives have changed over the last few weeks, turned upside-down to an extent, and it's 

somewhat shocking for us all to be experiencing the effect that Covid 19 is having on the world at large. 

 

To the students, I want to say to you all, well done on your efforts to continue with the teaching and learning process 

with your teachers through the various online platforms.  The feedback that I am getting from staff, and parents that I 

have been in touch with, tells me that you are managing to engage with the 'distant' learning process as best you can, 

and coping as well as you can personally in very difficult and challenging circumstances.  On Thursday, 12th March, 

out of the blue really, 'normal' school life came to a sudden end and since then you have been doing your best to 

continue with your studies with the 'distant' learning.  I do appreciate how difficult it must be for you to work from 

home, missing your friends and the hustle-and-bustle of daily school life, not to mention of course the face-to–face 

interaction and guidance from your teachers.  Online teaching & learning is a challenge for everyone, not just for us 

all in CPB, but for students in all schools throughout the country. For the vast majority, we are to an extent, out of our 

comfort zone, which can understandably lead to feelings of worry, frustration and anxiety. It is important to look after 

our mental health in these times, to stay connected with friends (electronically) and family and to also engage with and 

communicate with your teachers.  We are all being asked to do the best we can and stay as positive as we can in the 

circumstances.  I hope that you have taken the time to give credit to yourself for your efforts thus far as we in the 

school community are immensely proud of you. 

 

I appreciate that the current situation is extremely difficult for exam year students. Indications from the Taoiseach, as 

recently as last evening, are that the Department of Education are doing everything possible to ensure that the Junior 

Certificate and Leaving Certificate exams will go ahead and JC and LC students need to remain focused and 

motivated in this regard.  I will keep you updated once I get any further information and clarification. 

 

Our school mission statement is particularly apt at this time: "Ni neart go cur le Cheile", essentially echoing the 

Government mantra, "We are all in this together". We will get through this and we all look forward to being back in 

school in the near future - did you ever think that you would see the day when you would be looking forward to 

returning to school!. 

 

For now, I want to wish you all a safe and happy Easter break.  To the students, please don't forget the message from 

the Government, and so clearly illustrated by Fr James in his 'match stick' demonstration on his video message, that ye 

still have another 'job' to do over the Easter break, which is to stay apart, stay at home, so as to break the chain of viral 

transmission.  By doing this you will help to save lives. 

 

Take care and stay safe, 

 

 
___________________ 

Kevin Healy, Principal 
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