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NEW SCHOOL YEAR – LOADS OF CHANGES
When we came back to school this year the landscape of the school had changed
considerably. We returned to a world of sanitiser and sanitising, of social distancing and
mask wearing. Signs throughout the building alerted us to the fact that we were still in a
pandemic and rules had to be followed. Though these were all new to us we adapted
quickly and were grateful for the normality being at school brings. The “new normal” that
everyone in the media spoke about became normal and being together safely became the
focus on the school day.
This change brought with it many challenges which were navigated with new management
at the helm. This new year brought with it a new Principal Ms. Carey and a new Vice
Principal Ms. O’ Leary. As we now venture ever closer to Christmas, we want to say a
huge thank you for the guidance and support we have received from all the school
community which enabled us all to be here together.

As the year began, we started the TY rugby coaching course. During the course delivered
by Eugene McCarthy and Damien Hicks, we learned how to teach kids basic rugby skills.
There were 18 of us in the class and the plan was to split the class into groups of 3 to teach
the mini’s (Under 12) on a Sunday at the end of the course.

Mr Cawley suggested the Rugby Blitz for first years as part of their Wellbeing. Dara,
Daire and Fionn in TY1 organised the First year Blitz by splitting the year into 17 teams,
the 17 teams were then split into group stages, so that they all played each other. The event
was such a success it is going to happen every Wednesday during the break in the New
Year.

DUE TO COVID-19, MANY PEOPLE ARE AWAY FROM THEIR FAMILIES THIS
CHRISTMAS. WE HERE IN COLAISTE POBAIL BHEANNTRAI GET TO SEE THIS
FIRST HAND AS MARIA, A SPANISH STUDENT IN TRANSITION YEAR IS STAYING
IN IRELAND AND WILL BE MISSING OUT ON CHRISTMAS WITH HER FAMILY
THIS YEAR.

By Sally O’ Donovan

Musical Masterclass

By Alan Kelleher & Dan Andrews

He started playing songs and we all started singing along. He took us through the
history of the songs he had written and the meaning behind them. We then got the
chance to write our own song in the evening and that was very enjoyable.
Here is a small interview of a chat we had with him when he came to the transition
years in our school for a music workshop.

Video Game Reviews

By Colm and George

RDR2: Red Dead Redemption

Red Dead Redemption 2 is a beautiful game by Rockstar Games. It has a spectacular
campaign, the graphics are mesmerising the only downfall to this game is the online mode
as it is very repetitive. The game is set on the Wild West. This would make a perfect
Christmas present. It was released October 26th 2018.

Formula1 2020
F1 2020: A.K.A Formula 1 2020 is a masterclass game by CodeMasters that follows the
Formula 1 season for over a decade. The graphics are stunning, the physics are fantastic,
gameplay is perfect. It is not set in s definite location because the formula 1 season travels
all around the world. In the game it goes from the heat of Australia to the cold of Russia,
from the height of the Austrian Alps to as low as Mexico City. F1 2020 is the perfect gift
for the racer in your life. It was released July 10th 2020.

Cyberpunk 2077
Cyberpunk 2077: This is a game made by CD Project Red and has been in development
for over a decade. The graphics look very good and the gameplay looks very promising
but not much else is known. It will be released December 10th 2020.

The Queen’s Gambit –
A Review
By Yanyan

The queens gambit was a 2020 American Netflix miniseries based on Walter Tervis’s 1983 novel of the
same name. It followed the story of Beth Harmon, how she discovered a world of 64 squares in the
basement of an orphanage and rose to the pinnacle of competitive chess.
“It’s not really about chess, its about the price of genius”
— Anya Taylor Joy for Netflix France
The 7 episode limited miniseries currently holds a 99% score on rotten tomatoes and 8.7/10 on IMDB.
Set in the 1950s, the story began when 9 years old Beth Harmon (first Isla Johnston then Anya TaylorJoy) was sent to an orphanage following her mother’s death. There she meets Mr Shaibel (Bill Camp)
who introduces her to the world of chess - all in the school’s basement. Beth discovered her astonishing
talent for chess. It is also at the orphanage that Beth starts taking the green tranquillisers the institue
handed out to the children every day to keep them calm and compliant. Gradually, Beth became addicted
to both the green pills and the control and solace the chessboard offered.
Acknowledging that Beth is a chess prodigy, Mr Shaibel introduces her to the coach of the local high
school’s chess team. After her adoption at age 15, Beth’s alcoholic step-mother Alma (Marielle Helle)
discovers that winning chess tournaments can be quite the money-spinner. Soon they are travelling the
country and then the world together. From thereon Beth is away, powering through the ranks until she
became a giant-slaying grandmaster.
The show is a 2020 must watch in my opinion. I binged the whole thing in a day. You follow Beth, watch
her haunted by her personal demons and fuelled by a cocktail of narcotics and obsession. Watch her
transform into an impressively skilled and glamorous outcast determined to conquer the traditional
boundaries established in the male-dominated world of competitive chess. It is a satisfying story, how she
lived the rags-to-riches fantasy, learned and grew from her mistakes, fell and gotten up and blossomed
into the champion she was meant to be.
I loved this show, it looked gorgeous. The cinematography perfectly captured the alluring 1950s vibe.
Anya Taylor Joy’s performances were superb. She brought a charming, elegant reject to the screen. Her

lines were delivered with a cool, wintergreen snap, and she never really reacts the way one might expect.
I thought her red hair really made the visuals, Beth stuck out like a sore thumb everywhere she went, she
was there to be seen.
The producers did an exceptional job with costumes and soundtrack. The original scores written for the
show elevates the scenes and brings a whole new dimension to the series. Beth’s interest in fashion
showed in the increasingly modern dresses she splurged on with her tournament prizes.

The vital chess exposition neatly done and the true meaning of each game to Beth is made clear, whether
spiritual battle, learning curve, inner reckoning, occasional flirtation, retreat from or re-emergence into
the world.
The series also address issues such as feminism, Beth is seen to be annoyed with the magazine interviews
that keep referring to her as “a female chess genius”. 10/10

Hearing History
Transition years have been very busy in the weeks leading up to Christmas – here is a snippet of
the activities that we have been involved in:

History through Song

By Ms O Sullivan
TY2 History has been engaged in exploring the historical roots and context of some of the
biggest musical hits, and some more obscure musical gems. We have had presentations on such
classics as Born in the USA by Bruce Springsteen, Two Tribes by Frankie Goes to Hollywood,
Miss Sarajevo by U2 and Pavarotti, and Fortunate Son by Creedence Clearwater Revival. The
presentations have allowed for discussion of significant historical events and a widening of
historical understanding which will fuel further debate and discussion in 2021.

Lámh Training

On the theme of hearing, both TY groups very much enjoyed a Lámh training session with
Evelyn Barry, a Speech and Language Therapist with West Cork Development Service. They
completed exercises to help understand the frustration associated with communication
difficulties before learning a variety of Lámh signs. This was an enjoyable and informative day,
while also enabling the TY students communicate through Lámh with people who may have
communication difficulties. This will add hugely to making the CPB campus an even more
inclusive and accessible place, while giving the students skills to make Bantry a more Lámh
friendly town.

Christmas Creativity
Wreath-making

Before Christmas we got the
opportunity to make Christmas Wreaths with Lyndsey from Paradise Flowers – this was
something that none of us had done before but were all looking forward to. When the day

dawned, we headed for the art room and were greeted by a veritable forest of greenery and
Christmas cheer. We really enjoyed working together to create our masterpieces.

Here are some of our
creations:

CPB’S NEXT GEOGRAPHY MODEL

Geo Week 2020
This year for Geo Week, in November, the TYs participated in two activities.
Firstly they were involved in "CPB's Next Top Geography Model". They were tasked with
making models of geographic features or themes using recyclable materials. This was a
geographic and artistic challenge to all involved, and they rose to the occasion producing an
assortment of volcanoes, waterfalls, river valleys and other geographic features. The overall
winner for the year group was Ellie McCarthy with her excellent interpretation of man-made
pollution.
The TY’s also designed a quiz for the Junior year groups, with prizes of selection boxes, to
promote geography in the school. This also delivered by the TY’s to the individual class groups
and was a great success. The TY students enjoyed this opportunity to experience classroom
management in a controlled environment, while presenting themselves as positive role models to
the juniors.

✨ Horoscopes ✨by Allie Cosgrave

Capricorn (December 22 - January 19)
Bad habits, absentee friends, unworn clothing, and busy at work that exceeds your pay grade all
await the chopping block. A new year is coming and you should go into it feeling lighter and
ready to take on new, better things.
Aquarius (January 20 - February 18)
Keep your eye out for gradual upticks in your self-confidence and sense of responsibility.
Pisces (February 19 - March 20)
The first half of December will see you shine at work, Pisces. But you might be too hung up on
your perceived professional losses to notice your wins — and that’s perfectly fine.

Aries (March 21 – April 19)
There is much for you to discuss and learn this month, Aries. Balance your pie-in-the-sky
thinking with an open ear for more practical matters.
Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
You’re seeking clarity on what’s taking place beneath the surface, internally and externally. This
is a wonderful time to root sources of toxicity out of your life.
Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
There’s nothing wrong with getting input from others if you’re struggling to make a move, but
don’t let their opinions drown out what your gut is telling you.
Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
Make meaningful changes and improvements to your approach to your well-being. Health
encompasses your physical self and your mental self — it’s important to nurture both.
Leo (July 23 - August 22)
Your ideas are flowing freely and you’re attracting attention from all angles.
Virgo (August 23 - September 22)
You may unearth a memory, a lesson, a long-forgotten secret, that serves your present self.
While the issue at hand may seem deep, the solution might be surprisingly simple.
Libra (September 22 - October 23)
Keep those organisational efforts going, but apply them to your general, everyday life — which,
we admit, is hardly a minor request.
Scorpio (October 23 - November 21)
This month, your finances will be particularly verbose, calling out for a little more attention, if
not an internal audit. In other words, cash flow may be a source of anxiety for you this month.
Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21)
You’ll feel free to express yourself, chase your passions with abandon, and, in true Archer form,
see the joke in everything. This will be an energetic period for you, so just be sure you aren’t
burning the candle at both ends. Make time to show yourself some love and restorative care.

Mini-Company – future entrepreneurs

A plethora of creativity and talent from this years Transition Year class
from Bath Bombs to stress balls and everything in between!

Mae Jewellery

Our mini company is Mae Jewellery by Molly McCarthy, Aimee McCarthy and Evelyn Dowling.
We sell handmade earrings and our price ranges from 7-10 euro. Our earrings complete an outfit
and would make an amazing gift for someone or even treat yourself.

Aloe~Aloe
Marc, Tom and Ronan created Aloe~Aloe. Our mini company Aloe~Aloe is an organic hand
sanitiser company. The special thing about our product is that it contains Aloe Vera juice and
low alcohol levels and still manages to kill germs and viruses. We are selling our product 1 for
€3 and 4 for €10.

Hand crafted Clocks
Bath Bombs

Christmas Logs

Christmas Cards

One Stop Sweet Shop

Mini-Company – contd.
Tie-dye clothing

Socks: €2

T-shirts: €10
Hoodies: €22
Crewnecks: €20

Coastal Earrings – Instagram – coastal_earings
Ries Tiedye

Westcoast Wood

Bumblebee

Crafts
Bantry Stress Balls

Little favourites Homemade pet treats
Western Wood

Treats for Cheats – Baking kits for speedy
creations

Open day / Information Evening with a difference
This year has really brought out the creative element in everyone. Things that we have all
taken for granted have not been possible and alternatives have had to be created. With that in
mind management of the school under the supervision of Doris McGrath created a video of
Colaiste Pobail Bheanntraí and all the wonderful aspects of the school from students to events
that take place. The transition year programme was showcased in this video and students from
this year’s transition year class were interviewed. Padraig and Mira both spoke about the
wealth of

opportunities on offer and how much they were enjoying the year, particularly exploring
subjects they may never have gotten an opportunity to try.
Each primary school was visited which is customary at this time of the year and each student
was given an information pack about all the school has to offer. Each school was forwarded
the link and together they watched an in-depth look at life in CPB. This event accompanied
with popcorn was like an evening at the movies – a fantastic solution to a Covid problem.
A snippet of advice for incoming first years gleaned by CPB veterans - try not to worry it may
seem daunting, but it becomes comfortable very quickly, be on time, be organized, do your
homework, and look forward to making new friends and joining new teams.

Colaiste Charity Collection

The amazing kindness of the school community of Colaiste Pobail Bheanntrai and the wider
community of Bantry must be commended this year. This has been a very difficult time for
everyone particularly charities as they are finding that Covid 19 is hampering quite a lot of fundraising events. With this in mind, Ms Jacinta O’Connor has organised a number of activites this
year to raise much needed funds and also raise awareness.
During Wellness week in October where the mental and physical health of students and staff is
supported a massive total of €500 was raised for Pieta House. This sum will go some way to help
those who are struggling with their mental health, particularly in this Covid era.
In November there was a collection for Corks’ Homeless and the reaction throughout the school
was phenomenal. There were boxes and bags arriving daily with non-perishable items, socks,
hats, jumpers, blankets- the list was endless. On the day of the collection the charities were
overwhelmed with the sheer number of items and told the school that our donations would go

along
Corks’ homeless this winter.

way to helping them provide for

In December, the school and the community collected for the Bantry branch of St. Vincent de
Paul and in the true spirit of charity begins at home the school was once again awash with boxes
of non-perishable items and €250 was also collected for this worthy cause. These items and
money will be distributed to families in the need of help in the Bantry area.

A huge thank you to all who donated.

